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Cynthia Mann, J.D. was appointed director of the Center for Medicaid and State Operations (CMSO) within the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) in June 2009.  As director, Ms. Mann is responsible for the development and implementation of national policies governing Medicaid, the Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP), the Medicaid Integrity Program, survey and certification activities and the Clinical Laboratories Improvement Amendments (CLIA). CMSO also serves as the focal point for all CMS interactions with states and local governments.  Prior to her return to CMS, Ms. Mann served as a research professor at the Georgetown University Health Policy Institute and was the executive director of the Center for Children and Families at the institute.  Her work at Georgetown focused on health coverage, financing, and access issues affecting low-income populations and States.  From 1999 to 2001, she served as director of the Family and Children’s Health Programs at CMSO, where she played a key role in implementing the SCHIP program and led the center’s broader work on Medicaid policies affecting children and families.  Before joining CMS (then HCFA) in 1999, Ms. Mann directed the Center on Budget and Policy Priorities' federal and state health policy work. She also has extensive state-level experience, having worked on health care, welfare, and public finance issues in Massachusetts, Rhode Island, and New York.  She holds a law degree from the New York University School of Law.

Robin Rudowitz is a principal policy analyst for the Kaiser Commission on Medicaid and the Uninsured, focusing on Medicaid financing issues. The commission, a project of the Kaiser Family Foundation, functions as a policy institute and forum for analyzing issues related to health care coverage and access for the low-income population, and assessing options for reform. Since joining the commission in 2004, Ms. Rudowitz has been responsible for identifying policy opportunities, developing and overseeing some of the commission’s research, and developing and writing commission publications. Earlier, she was a senior manager at The Lewin Group, where she worked on a variety of health policy and delivery issues related to safety-net providers, Medicaid payments and the uninsured. From 1999 to 2001, she served as the Medicaid director in the Office of Legislation at the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services. Prior to that, she worked for the District of Columbia’s chief financial officer, overseeing funding for the District’s Medicaid, Temporary Assistance for Needy Families, and public health programs. Ms. Rudowitz was educated at Cornell University, where she earned her undergraduate degree and a master’s in public administration.
Vernon K. Smith is a principal with Health Management Associates (HMA), a national health care research and consulting firm, where he focuses on Medicaid, Medicare, the Children's Health Insurance Program and trends in the health care market place. He has written many reports and articles on policy, spending and enrollment trends in Medicaid and CHIP, on the Medicare prescription drug benefit, and on state and national approaches to health reform, and has spoken on these issues before a large number of national and state audiences. Before joining HMA, Dr. Smith enjoyed 30 years as a public servant with the State of Michigan, including appointments as Michigan Medicaid director and human services budget director. He holds a Ph.D. degree in economics from Michigan State University.  Among other involvements, he serves on the board of trustees of Anderson University, his undergraduate alma mater.


