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“Affordable, Accessible, And Flexible Health Coverage”

The White House

January 23, 2007

www.whitehouse.gov/stateoftheunion/2007/initiatives/healthcare.html
This document from the White House describes President Bush’s proposals for helping reduce the number of uninsured in the U.S. The plan has two parts: creating a standard tax deduction for health insurance to help individuals and families pay for coverage, and allowing states to redirect federal funding now allocated for safety net institutions toward helping low-income and hard-to-insure citizens afford private coverage.

“The President’s Health Insurance Proposal – A First Look”

Len Burman, Jason Furman, and Roberton Williams

Tax Policy Center

Urban Institute and Brookings Institution

January 23, 2007

www.taxpolicycenter.org/publications/template.cfm?PubID=9991
This analysis of the president’s plan predicts the plan’s likely effects on insurers, employers, health spending, tax benefits and tax revenue. The authors present six recommendations that they believe would improve the proposal. (Len Burman is director of the Tax Policy Center and a senior fellow at the Urban Institute. Jason Furman is senior and director of the Hamilton Project at the Brookings Institution. Roberton Williams is principal research associate at the Urban Institute.)

“The 2007 State of the Union Address: The President’s Health Insurance Proposal Is Not a Solution”

Karen Davis
The Commonwealth Fund
www.cmwf.org/aboutus/aboutus_show.htm?doc_id=448217
Dr. Davis writes that the president’s plan “doesn’t do anything to make individual coverage available or affordable for those with modest incomes or health problems” and would erode employer-sponsored coverage. About 95 percent of the uninsured “would not benefit substantially from the tax deductions,” she writes. (Karen Davis is president of The Commonwealth Fund.) 
“Making Health Care Affordable: Bush’s Bold Health Tax Reform Plan”

Stuart M. Butler and Nina Owcharenko, 

The Heritage Foundation

www.heritage.org/research/healthcare/wm1316.cfm
This analysis praises the president’s plan as “a big step toward sound tax and health policy.” Dr. Butler and Ms. Owcharenko write that the current unlimited tax exclusion for those with employer-sponsored coverage “helps primarily those who do not really need a tax break and gives nothing to Americans without plans arranged by their employer.” In lieu of a standard deduction for health coverage, the authors suggest a tax credit, like today’s child tax credit. (Stuart Butler is the foundation’s vice president for domestic and economic policy. Nina Owcharenko is senior policy analyst for health care in the foundation’s Center for Health Policy Studies.)
“President Bush’s Health Care Tax Deduction Proposal: Coverage, Cost and Distributional Impacts”

John Sheils and Randy Haught

The Lewin Group

http://lewin.com/NR/rdonlyres/B45E2670-8A65-4817-B68B-83B818616DDF/0/BushHealthCarePlanAnalysisRev.pdf
This analysis projects that the president’s plan would reduce the number of uninsured by 9.2 million and would save families an average of $732 yearly in taxes. However, only 20 percent of the tax savings would go to currently uninsured people, the authors predict, and 12.1 million workers and dependents would lose employer coverage. (John Sheils is a vice president and Randy Haught is senior scientist at The Lewin Group.)
“Good Medicine for the Tax Code”

Joseph Antos

American.com (online magazine)

www.american.com/archive/2007/january-0107/good-medicine-for-the-tax-code/?searchterm=Antos
“The President’s health care proposal would put patients in charge of buying their health care, and eliminate today’s perverse incentive to overspend,” writes Mr. Antos, who adds that the plan “corrects a long-standing defect of tax policy.” (Joseph Antos is the Wilson H. Taylor Scholar in Health Care and Retirement Policy at the American Enterprise Institute.)

“Is the president’s plan dead even before arrival?”
Uwe Reinhardt
British Medical Journal

Dr. Reinhardt concludes that “Bush’s proposed health reforms would do little for the millions of low income, uninsured Americans who would not much benefit from the standard tax deductions” that are a key selling point for the plan. (Uwe Reinhardt is James Madison professor of political economy at Princeton University.)

www.allhealth.org/publications/Uninsured/Uwe_Reinhardt_on_President_Bushs_plan_49.pdf
“Hospitals Balk at Bush Health Plan”
Jeffrey Young

The Hill

January 30, 2007

www.hillnews.com/thehill/export/TheHill/Business/012407_hospitals.html
This article reports on hospitals’ worries that the president would finance his health plan in part by cutting back or eliminating disproportionate share hospital (DSH) funds now flowing to hospitals. These funds help compensate hospitals that provide a higher-than-average amount of uncompensated care. (Jeffrey Young is a staff writer at The Hill newspaper in Washington, DC.)
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