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Beth C. Fuchs became a Principal at Health Policy Alternatives, Inc. (HPA) in 1998 after eleven years at the Congressional Research Service (CRS).  Her areas of specialization at HPA include Medicare, private health insurance, and health reform.  Most recently, much of her work has been on issues related to reform of the private insurance market and Medicare Part D.  At CRS, Dr. Fuchs had extensive involvement in major legislation, including numerous budget reconciliation bills and the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act.  Her work involved Member and staff briefings, the preparation of analyses of health issues of interest to Congress, and technical assistance to committees and Members’ staffs in the preparation of legislation and committee reports.  Before CRS, Dr. Fuchs was a professional staff member for the Senate Special Committee on Aging and a legislative assistant for a member of the House.  She came to Capitol Hill as an American Political Science Association Congressional Fellow.  She previously taught political science and public policy at Duke University and the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.  Her degrees include a Masters in Science in politics from the London School of Economics and a Ph.D. in political science from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. 
Guenther Ruch heads up the Division of Regulation and Enforcement at the OCI and is responsible for the enforcement of the Wisconsin insurance laws. Mr. Ruch has been involved in the regulation of insurance for over 27 years. He has been active in the National Association of Insurance Commissioners, a trade association consisting of the country's chief insurance regulatory officials, for over 12 years, heading up the Senior Issues Task Force and actively participating in its insurance market conduct and financial solvency activities.  Prior to his current position, Mr. Ruch served as Senior Vice President at WPS Health Insurance in Madison where he headed up the Actuarial, Underwriting and Marketing Divisions.  Mr. Ruch also served as the director of the OCI's Market Regulation Bureau within the Division of Regulation and Enforcement. The Bureau is responsible for handling consumer complaints, processing insurance policy forms, investigating insurance companies and agents for insurance law violations, and participating in the development of administrative rules. He also served as the Assistant Director of OCI's Financial Analysis and Examinations Bureau within the Division of Regulation and Enforcement. Mr. Ruch also was an accounting manager with a major insurance company based in Madison.  Mr. Ruch has written a number of insurance-related articles including "Medicare Supplement Insurance Standardization - Myth or Miracle" and "The Use of CPA Working Papers in the Financial Examination Process." He has a BBA from the University of Wisconsin - Whitewater and was the 1998 recipient of the NAIC's Robert Dineen Award for outstanding service and contribution to state regulation of insurance.
Thomas Wildsmith is a consulting actuary in the Hay Group’s Arlington, Virginia, office. He has 21 years of experience dealing with all aspects of health-insurance policy and financing, including 12 years of operational experience with a commercial carrier and nine years of advocacy experience with a major health insurance trade association. Mr. Wildsmith’s operational experience includes pricing, product development, systems development and management, and actuarial support for small and large groups on all group products, including managed care, life insurance, long-term disability insurance, and ancillary group products. Mr. Wildsmith is a fellow of the Society of Actuaries and a member of the American Academy of Actuaries.
