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Black-White Disparities in HIV/AIDS: The Role of Drug Policy and the Corrections System 
Kim M. Blankenship, PhD; Amy B. Smoyer, MSW, MPA; Sarah J. Bray, JD;  Kristin Mattocks, PhD 

Kim Blankenship is an Associate Research Scientist and Amy Smoyer is a Research Associate at Yale University’s Center for Interdisciplinary Research on AIDS in Connecticut. Sarah Bray is a Law Clerk for the U.S. District Court, Eastern District of New York. Kristin Mattocks is a Senior Scientist for Qualidigm in Connecticut. 

Abstract: African Americans in the United States are disproportionately affected by HIV/AIDS. We focus in this paper on the structural and contextual sources of HIV/AIDS risk, and suggest that among the most important of these sources are drug policy and the corrections system. In particular, high rates of exposure to the corrections system (including incarceration, probation, and parole) spurred in large part by federal and state governments’ self-styled war on drugs in the United States, have disproportionately affected African Americans. We review a wide range of research literature to suggest how exposure to the corrections system may affect the HIV/AIDS related risks of drug users in general, and the disproportionate HIV risk faced by African Americans in particular. We then discuss the implications of the information reviewed for structural interventions to address African American HIV-related risk. Future research must further our understanding of the relations among drug policy, corrections, and race-based disparities in HIV/AIDS. 

How Criminal System Racial Disparities May Translate into Health Disparities 
Martin Y. Iguchi, PhD; James Bell; Rajeev N. Ramchand; Terry Fain, MA, MS 

Martin Iguchi is a professor at the University of California, Los Angeles, School of Public Health in the Department of Community Health Sciences and an adjunct senior behavioral scientist at the RAND Corporation, Drug Policy Research Center, where Terry Fain is a senior research analyst. James Bell is the Founder and Executive Director of The W. Haywood Burns Institute for Juvenile Justice Fairness and Equity in San Francisco. Rajeev Ramchand is a doctoral candidate at The Johns Hopkins University Bloomberg School of Public Health. Please address correspondence to Dr. Iguchi at RAND, Drug Policy Research Center, 1776 Main Street, PO Box 2138, M3W, Santa Monica, CA 90407-2138. 

Abstract: Disadvantaged racial and ethnic minorities in the U.S. are strikingly over-represented in the juvenile justice and adult criminal justice systems. This paper briefly reviews the extent of over-representation attributable primarily to drug offenses and an earlier conceptual framework introduced by Iguchi and colleagues showing how the use of incarceration as a key drug control tool has disproportionately affected the health and well being of racial and ethnic minority communities. We then provide observations from the field that demonstrate how the implementation of a quality assessment approach might be used to mitigate procedural/structural biases that contribute to disparities in minority confinement, and ultimately, to reduce disparities in access to resources and health care. 

